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Abstracts

China’s Contribution to Shaping the International Legal Order for the Seas and
Oceans: Commemorating the 40th Anniversary of the Opening for Signature of the
UNCLOS / Jia Yu /' 1

The third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea is the most important inter—
national legislative event that the People’s Republic of China has participated in after the res—
toration of its legitimate seat in the United Nations. China firmly supported the reasonable
claims of the developing countries to expand maritime jurisdiction opposed maritime hegem—
ony resolutely safeguarded national sovereignty security maritime rights and interests ad-
hered to its principles and positions on the key issues of the law of the sea that are of core
concern and played a significant role in the formulation of the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea ( UNCLOS) . China also played an important role in the follow—up legisla—
tive activities directly related to UNCLOS and the proposal on the size of mining areas facili—
tated the smooth adoption of the cobalt-rich crust regulation. China’s constructive proposals
on the implementation of the relevant provisions of the coastal states” submission on the conti—
nental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles contributed to the arrangement of the “preliminary in—
formation”. During the third UN Conference on the Law of the Sea the formulation of the
UNCLOS and relevant legislation processes in the post—UNCLOS era China reviewed the sit—
uation and took active actions contributing wisdom and solutions to shaping and improving

the international maritime legal order.

Indo—Pacific or Asia—Pacific? ——Spatial Evolution Geographic Reorganization and
the Future of Regional Order / SunXingjie / 22
Since the launch of the Indo —Pacific Strategy “Indo — Pacific ” has become the

dominant concept in policy and academic discourse and is poised to replace “Asia -
Pacific”. Although the words Asia—Pacific and Indo—Pacific are similar the spatial order
they refer to is very different as “Indo—Pacific” is an extension and coverage of the Euro—
Atlantic order in the Asia—Pacific region while Asia—Pacific is a product of the spontaneous
evolution of the Asia—Pacific order. In modern times the colonial order imposed on the Pa—
cific by the Euro—Atlantic order collapsed and disintegrated during the violent revolutions
and wars of the 20" century. The inertia of the concept and scheme of the Indo—Pacific space
or Pacific order remains which was “designed” based on the need for hegemony of the pow—
ers and is the spatial and temporal context for the creation and evolution of the Asia—Pacific
order. The Asia — Pacific regional order is a nesting and superposition of global space

regional interaction great power politics and national identity. Under globalization the Asia
—Pacific order has the potential to transcend and overcome the logic of the zero—sum game of
the Euro—Atlantic order to create a new cooperation—oriented common identity in a network
of interconnectedness to build an inclusive cooperation field for all parties and to provide a

“ s » . e .
new “frontier” for strategic competition among major powers.
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